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 Film about Latinx children learning 
English in Philadelphia. 

 Risk of language loss

 Benefits of bilingualism

 What pressures do Latinx children 
encounter to assimilate into English? 

 Can they gain a new language 
without losing their native language? 

 Relationship between language, 
culture, and power 

 Linguistic diversity and cognitive 
justice



TWIN TONGUES: 3 PARTS 
FILMED IN 2017-2018 IN PHILADELPHIA AND PUERTO RICO
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 PERSONAL. Family history of 
migration and language loss/gain

RESEARCH linguistic diversity

 TEACHING. Hispanic-heritage 
students in SPA 101 at WCU

Go beyond STEREOTYPES of Latinx 
immigrant communities and show  
the breadth of the world of a 
multilingual child

OUTREACH out to immigrant 
communities, educators, policy 
makers, and our society



• CREATIIVE. Produce knowledge 
through creative modes (visual, audio, 
video, performative) that challenge 
traditional forms of knowledge 
production in academia.

• INTERDISCIPLINARY. Draw from 
interdisciplinary theories of cognitive 
justice, language acquisition, and 
migration studies.

• ACTIVE. Filmmaking as activism in 
the struggles for linguistic justice.

• ACCESS. Make research equitable 
and accessible.

• EMOTIVE CAPACITY. Capture 
affective dimension of my research. 
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1. Preproduction completed
2. Production completed
3. Current status: postproduction
 Main editing completed

4. Screened rough cuts and collected 
feedback

 Scribe Video Center, Philadelphia
 West Chester University 
 Latino/a Communities
 LAN 100, ENG 382, SPA 558

 University of Pennsylvania 
 Screening Scholarship Media Festival (SSMF)

 Delaware County Intermediate Unit
 Casa de las Américas, Cuba



1. Obtain funds for: 
 Final cut
 Color and audio correction
 Music
 Title design

2. Design pedagogical guide

3. Release and distribution
 Film festivals
 Educational institutions
 Online

4. Continue filming



8


	 
	Twin Tongues: Learning English in América�Directed By Iliana Pagán-Teitelbaum
	Twin tongues: 3 parts �filmed in 2017-2018 in Philadelphia and Puerto rico
	motivation
	Filmmaking as Multimodal research
	Collaboration with tesol�(teaching English to speakers of other languages)
	Outcomes
	future plans
	Slide Number 9

