Psychology 100: Introduction to Psychology “E”

West Chester University
Department of Psychology

Your Instructor
Dr. Sandra Kerr

ﬂ Office: Wayne Hall 536
N

\N

@ Phone:610-436-2549

Best way to reach me: email skerr@wcupa.edu I will respond to email within 24 hours during
the work week and within 48 hours on the weekend.

<

Zoom videoconference ID: https://zoom.us/j/7511570185

Office Hours
Tuesday and Thursday from 12:00 AM EST to 2:00 PM EST, W 1:00 PM to 3:00 PM
 ToReserveyourtimetomeet, eitherin person orvia Zoom, visitmy meeting schedule website.

Other times by appointment.
» Ifmyofficehoursdon’'tworkforyou, please send me some days/time thatfityourscheduleand we
will arrange an appointment time outside of designated hours.

Communication
Please use your WCU email accountforall course-related messages to ensure thatyourimportantemails are
notcaughtbythe university spamfiltersandthus missedbyme. WCU policy states: “Itisexpected that

faculty, staff, and students activate and maintain regular access to University provided email accounts.

Allindividuals are responsible for accessing that mail to obtain official University
communications. Failure to access will not exempt individuals from responsibilities and liabilities.”

Justlike we observe commonrules of conduct and etiquette inthe physical classroom, there are

guidelines for online behavior and communication (or Netiquette). Please review the \WEU-poticy-foronline
communication and Ten Netiquette Guidelines Every Online Student Should Know. These Guidelines

apply notonlytodiscussion posts orpersonal profiles, butto email, our primary form of electronic
communication in this class.
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Psychology is the scientific study of behavior and its causes and the goal of psychology is to describe,
explain, predict, and change behavior. Behavioris defined broadly to include mental and physiological
processes,aswellasobservable behavior. Introductory Psychology providestoolstoanalyze whypeople
behavethewaytheydo, andthesetoolscanbevaluabletoyouacrossanumberofdifferentsettings
(e.g., work, school, family, peer, and romantic relationships). The course introduces the major concepts
andfindings in psychology, and itaddresses topics relevant to students from diverse majors, including
kinesiology, education, nursing, and marketing,toname afew. The coursealsointroduces ethical
concepts andtheirapplicationin both psychology related settings and in everyday situations.

The course has two primary objectives:

1. Thefirstistoexplainthebasicprocessesunderlyinghumanbehavior, toprovide studentswith
opportunities to apply this knowledge to practical problems, and to help students develop the tools
needed to live a psychologically healthy life.

2. Thesecondishelpstudentsdevelopaframeworkforethicalreasoning. Wewillreview howto
identify ethical problems using both a general ethical framework and the formal ethical code for
Psychologists, develop tools foraddressing ethical issues that arise, both in psychology related
settings and in everyday life, and we will apply our knowledge and tools to ethical vignettes, both
formally and informally, throughout the semester.

Prerequisites
PSY100 Introduction to Psychology is the first course for students interested in Psychology. There are no
prerequisites for PSY100 nor are any competencies in Psychology assumed of the learner at the start of

this class.

Class Format
This is a Distance Education or online section of PSY100.

Allinstruction, homework, exams, discussion boards, and otheractivities are online in eitheran
individual or a paired student format. Please note! The increased flexibility of an online course means
thatyou musttake moreresponsibility foryourlearning, including the completion ofassignments
according to deadlines (see the Schedule of Topics/Dates). You may find that you need to work harder

than you would in a traditional lecture class.

Ifyou experience difficulties with the format ofthe course, contact me as soon aspossible. Please don’t
wait until the end of the semester. By that time, it is too late for me to help you get on track!
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Mostofthe online activities willbe asynchronous (you work onthe course on days/times thatbestsuit
your schedule) but some (paired student assignments) are synchronous (students are working together
onanactivityonlineonthesame dayandtime). Paired studentassignmentswillrequirethatyoumeet
online with your assigned partner(s), but you and your assigned partners can decide when that meeting

will be.

Be sure to visit the course D2L site on a regular basis but at least twice a week.

‘m‘ Note Program and Course Student Learning

Outcomes are included and explicitly linked to

/ assessment in table below.

Program Goals and Course Learning Outcomes
Allundergraduate Psychology courses are designed to meet specific studentlearning outcomes

consistentwiththe department’s mission statement. These outcomes representthe skills,
knowledge, and attitudesthatareimportanttothe developing Psychology major. PSY 100,
Introductionto Psychology,is designedto help students beginto meetthe following student

learning outcomes:

1. Knowledge Base inPsychology
a. Psychology undergraduate students will develop a working understanding of the

key concepts, processes, and overarching themes and sub-disciplines in

psychology
b. Psychology undergraduate students willunderstand and be able to apply ethical
standards for psychological science and/or practice.
2. Scientific Inquiry and Critical Thinking
a. Psychology undergraduate students will use scientific reasoning to interpret
psychological processes.

3. Communication
a. Psychology undergraduate students will demonstrate effective writing and

presentation skills informal (e.g., APA style) and informal formats



General Education Goals and Student Learning Outcomes (SLO)
The General Education program has specified broad goals, and more specific learning outcomes that

students should meet priorto graduation. PSY 100, as one of the general education classes you will take
atWCU, will help you to meet these goals and outcomes. Successful completion of this course satisfies

one of yourBehavioraland Social Science Distributive requirements and the Ethics (or ET) requirement.

Psychology 100: Introduction to Psychology “E”

Note the
clarity in the
explanation
of the
General
Education
program
Goals and
SLOs.

General Education Goals and SLO for PSY100 (Social and Behavioral Sciences). More information about

the assignments, and how they assess the relevant SLO can be found in the grading section

—
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Note the
table for
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associated
Student
Learning
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(SLO). Goals 3
requires two
identified
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General
Education
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explicitly
linked to
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Goal

Student Learning Outcome (Description)

Assessment

Goal I:
Communicate
Effectively

(d)StudentsinPSY100will
demonstrate comprehension of and

the ability to explain
informationandideasaccessedthrough
reading.

Connectassignments
Graded assignment: Anger can harm
the heart

7

Cool icons.

Graded Assignment:

Mindfulness Meditation
Application: Lassie gothelp; would
yourdog?(nocredit activity on
Module page)

Various exam questions that require
students to explain concepts and
ideas (e.g., short

answer)

Goal II:
Think Critically

and

(c) Students in PSY 100 will reach sound
conclusions based on logical analysis of
evidence.

Graded assignment: Anger Can Harm
the Heart
Variousexamquestionsthat require
students to analyze evidenceto

Analytically reachasound conclusion
.ol
Goal llI: (a) Studentswillemployqualitative = Graded Assignment: Anger Can
Employ and/or quantitative methods to Har. m the Heart )
oo , « Various examquestions
Quantitative | examine the patternsand processes

concepts and
Mathematical
Methods

of humanactivities.
(b) StudentsinPSY100 willapply the basic
methods andthoughtprocesses ofthe

scientificmethodto understand human
activity.
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General Education Goal 7 Ethics: Make Informed decisions and ethical choices

Goal VII: Make Informed
Decisions and Ethical
Choices

identify and explain ethically
relevant theories, concepts,
or perspectives.

Goal Student Learning Outcome| Assessment
(Description)
(a) Students in PSY100 will | Assignment #1: Introduction to ethical
"l’“ understand different ethical .
v perspectives/concepts: can reasoning

(b) Ethical Issues
Recognition: Can identify
core ethical issues in
scenarios or dilemmas

Assignment # 1 Introduction to Ethical
Reasoning; Assignment #2 Harlow and the
IRB;

(c) Application of Ethical
Perspectives/Concepts: Can
apply relevant ethical
theories and/or concepts to
fictional or real-world
scenarios

Assignment #2 Harlow and the IRB;
Assignment #3 Application of Ethical
Reasoning to an Ethical Issue in Your Field

of Study

(d) Evaluation of
Different Ethical
Perspectives/Concepts:
can offer

intellectually honest
critiques and evaluations
of ethical

positions, including one’s
own

Assignment #3 Application of Ethical
Reasoning to an Ethical Issue in Your Field

of Study
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While a single course will not enable you to achieve all of these goals immediately, PSY 100, as part of the
General Education program at West Chester, should help you move toward meeting them. The work and
activities of this course have been chosen specifically to help you meet the goals and learning outcomes
outlined above. Your instructor, in cooperation with the psychology department and the university, will be
evaluating your progress towards achieving these goals this semester. Enrollment in this course constitutes
acceptance of participation in such assessment activities as necessary to evaluate studentprogress. Outcomes
assessment activities may include review of student essays, completion of student projects, and

documentation of student participation in psychological research.

Required Materials

Textbook with Connect Access
King, Laura A. (2019) Experience Psychology, 4th Ed., with McGraw-Hill Campus Connect Access

The textbook is provided in an electronic format so you can access the chapter readings and the Connect
assignments at any time and on any device. The electronic format reduces the cost to students because

it eliminates the need for a printed text.

Textbook purchase and access is automatic through the university’s Inclusive Access program.

What is Inclusive Access?
The program bundles the cost of textbooks for certain WCU courses, including PSY100, in your tuition. If

you participate in the program, you will have online access to the textbook and Connect Access as soon
asthe semesterbegins, and you won’'t have to purchase the text or Connect Access separately. You may
optoutoftheInclusive Access Programorreceive afull refund if you drop the course before the drop

deadline. For furtherinformation, please read Inclusive Access FAQ.

What if | want to purchase the book on my own?

We have negotiated what we believe to be the best price for the electronic text with Connectaccess through
the publisher. However, if you choose to purchase your text elsewhere, you must also purchase aConnect
access card forthe 4" edition ofthe textbook. | do notrecommend purchasingthe access card through a
3rd party vendor because, in the past, students have reported difficulties with the Connect access card
when purchasing through 3rd parties, including receiving access cards that are outdated orareforother
editions ofthetext. Foryourprotection, readthe exchange andreturnpolicies before you purchase your text

and access card, and be certain that the vendor will allow you to return the card forafull refund ifthe card

6



Psychology 100: Introduction to Psychology “E”

doesn'twork! Mostvendors do not allow youto return an opened Access card even if you receive an

outdated card ora card that has already been used.

Getting Started with Connect Access

Using Inclusive Access Declined Inclusive Access

Getting Started Video for Inclusive Access Getting Started with MH Connect Video

Be sure to use your WCU email address (not an off-campus email) when you set up your MH CONNECT
accountsothatyourgradesfrom ConnectAssignmentswillsyncwiththe course D2L Grade Book.

What are Connect Assignments?
Purchase of the textbook provides access to Connect assignments, which are a required component of

the course. Connectis an adaptive learning toolthat tests students ontheir comprehensionand
knowledge ofterms,concepts,andinformation providedinthetext. PSY100isafoundationalsurvey
course and therefore the bulk of learning involves mastery of terminology, processes, and methods that
are new to most students. Connect provides you with practice using multiple choice and fill-in-the-blank
questions, and it prompts you to read and review the text when your responses indicate that you
haven’tcompletely graspedtheinformationyouneedtolearnfromeachchapter. Connectprovides
directlinks to the related textin the eBook that you need toreview to enhance your understanding.
The experience of Connect feels like a quiz because you are answering multiple choice and fill-in-the-
blank questions, butit differsinthat unlike a quiz, you can continue answering questions until you
achieveaperfectscore of 100%. Thus, thistool willhelp youmasterthe contentyouneedtodowellon
exams and otherassignments.

Watch this quick video for tips on how to navigate the e-book and complete assigned learning modules:
Using SmartBook Effectively & Completing Assigned Modules

Experiencing Problems setting up your McGraw Hill Connect account? Need help with MH Connect?
Need Connect Assistance? Call 1-800-331-5094 or visit www.mhhe.com/support (use the student chat

link for the quickest response).

Computer
To take this course, you are expected to have a computer system that meets the minimum expectations
asoutlined by West Chester University Information Services found at Recommend Computer Specs for

Windows Computerandthe Distance Education Technical Requirements and Considerations.

You need a working web-camera and microphone so that the Examity proctor can see you during exams

7
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and acomputer microphone to speak with the Examity proctor. You will also need these items to
participate in Zoom meetings with your professor and your assigned peer partners in the small
group/paired projects.

Ifyourcomputerdoesnothaveabuiltincameraand/ormicrophone youwillneedtopurchasethese
items, which are readily available from online retailers such as Amazon or Newegg.

You will also need to open files in the PDF format using the Adobe Reader and you may need Java to
ensure that certain programs run correctly.

As aWest Chester University student, you have free access to the Microsoft Office Suite including cloud

file storage through One Drive.

Noteworthy clarity in grading assignment table below and the
descriptions for the exams and assignments as well as the assignment
list with individual percentages for each assignment.

Grading
Weightbased grading: Yourfinal grade is based on the four exams, sixassignments, twelve McGraw Hill
Connectactivities, and any extra credit points you earn. Please note that this course uses a weight-based
grading system. Thatis, points may vary within categories, butthe percentages associated with each of
the three graded categories (exams, assignments, MH Connect activities) add up to 100%. View your
gradebook in D2L to see the individual points and weights associated with each assessmentitem and the
weights associated to each category of items.

4 Exams 40% (10% each)

9 Assignments 50% (30% Ethics Assignments)
McGraw Hill Connect Assignments 10%

Extra credit (optional) Up to 5%

Participation in Research Activity or Alternative Assignment NC;Requiredtoreceivefinalgrade
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WCU Grading Scale
Letter Grade Numerical Equivalent

A 93 to 100
A- 90 to 92
B+ 87 to 89
B 83 to 86
B- 80 to 82
C+ 77t0 79
C 73to 76
C- 70to 72
D+ 67 to 69
D 63 to 66
D- 60 to 62
F 59 and below

Exams
There are 4 exams, which count for 40% of the final grade (10% each). The last exam is NOT

cumulative. Exams contain material from videos, discussions, module pages, McGraw-Hill Connect
assignments, and the textbook. You are responsible for knowing all assigned material from the book
evenifwedonotcoverthatmaterialonthe module pages. Allexams will be proctored by Examity, and
students are required to set up an Examity account prior to the first exam. The exams will be comprised
of multiple-choice, as well as some short-answer questions (which willbe used toassess Gen Ed SLO 1d
& 2c).

Assignments
There are nine (9) assignments and they will help you to apply the principles of Psychology to real world

situations. Three (3) of the assignments will help you develop ethical reasoning skills and require you to
apply those skills evaluating ethical issues/dilemmas. Four (4) of the assignments are individual (you
completetheassignmentonyourown)andtheremainderare pairedorsmallgroup studentprojects
(youworkwithoneormore studentintheclass). Forpaired/smallgroup assignments, students will
collaborate to submitone response sheetand each studentwill receive the grade earned by the
pair/group submission. Itis the responsibility of the students in each pair/group to decide when to meet
butitis expected that you will schedule a sufficientamount of time to allow for the completion ofa
specificactivity (approximately 30-40 minutes). Atypical activity mightinvolve reading and discussing a

research article and submitting a critical evaluation of the research.

These nine (9) assignments together are worth 50% of your final grade. The assignments and their
associated percentages within this category are listed below. More detailed information is providedin

each assignment.
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» Introduce yourself to the class 1%
= Navigating Digital Learning 1%
= Introduction to Ethical Reasoning (Ethics Assignment#1) 10%
o Oneobjectiveofthisclassistohelp youdevelop aframework forethical
reasoning.Inweek 1 (see Course Schedule), youwill beintroduced to ethical
reasoningthrough areading (Introductiontoand Application of Ethical

Reasoning) and lecture. You will then do an assignment that asks you to....... .

You will receive feedback on this assignment that will help you hone your skills
before the next ethics assignment is due.

* Anger can Harm the Heart 8%

» Research with Nonhumans (Ethics assignment#2) 10%

o InweekX,youwilllearnaboutthe ethicalguidelinesthatgovernresearchwith
nonhumas through reading (Guidelines for Ethical Conductin the Care and Use of
Nonhuman Animals in Research)and lecture. This assignment will give you the
opportunity to demonstrate what you have learned about the professional
guidelines of psychology and apply those ethics to an actual psychological study.
You will be asked to identify the core ethical issues in this experiment and decide
whetherthe study was conducted ethically. Again, you will receive feedback from
me about your analysis before the next ethics assignment.

o This assignment may be uploaded to your ePortfolio

* Mindfulness Meditation 5%

» Why Grad Schools are Opting out of the GREs 5%

« ApplicationofEthical ReasoningtoanEthical IssueinyourField of Study (Ethics
assignment #3) 10%

o Forthis Assignment, youwillapplywhatyouhavelearnedaboutethicstoan
issueinyourownmaijor. Youwillidentifyanethicalissueinyourareaof study,
and then apply the 8 Key Questions ethical framework to decide how to ethically
resolve the probim.

Guidelines for online paired/group student projects.

o

Startearly! You need to contact your assigned partner(s), schedule a time that you both can work
onthe projecttogether, gettogetheronlinetomeet,and prepare your submission. Starting at
least 2 weeks before the deadline ensures that you have a sufficient amount of time to complete
the assignment.

Respond to your paired partner’s emails within a reasonable amount of time (1 2days). The
number one complaint | hear from students is that they’ve emailed their assigned partner,
sometimes multiple times, without receiving a response. This goes back to one of the key rules for
successinanonline course—youmustbe checkingyourWCU email,andthe D2L course site
frequently to besuccessful.

Setaspecificday/timetomeetandspecifyhowyouwillmeet(e.g., “I'llsetupaZoommeetingfor
Wednesday at 7:00 pm and send you the invitation to access the meeting”).

Decide who will be responsible for submitting the final work product in D2L.

Share assignmentresponsibilities. When one studentvolunteers to setup and runthe Zoom
meeting, another person could take responsibility for writing or submitting your responses.

If problems arise, try to work them out with your assigned partner(s) before contacting your
instructor. Remember, group projectsdon’tendwhenyouarefinishedwith college. Business,
Industry, education, and other work settings rely heavily on committee/group formats to complete

work projectsonaregularbasis. Learning toresolve differences with yourgroup partnersis
10
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excellentpractice foryourfuture professional career. [fyourbesteffortsfail, please email your
instructor (skerr@wcupa.edu)

McGraw Hill ConnectAssignments
There are 12 Connect Assignments and each of them is weighted equally within this category. Together they

make up 10% of yourfinalgrade. To get full credit foreach Connectassignment you mustwork until you
achieve 100% proficiency. Workingoneachassignmentuntilyouare at 100% willalso help to prepare
for the exams. (Note that completing the Connect Assignments does not guarantee that you will

achieve 100% on theexam).

Self-Check Quizzes (optional)

These are optional but strongly encouraged. Links to self-check quizzes appear in the Course Modules and will
test your understanding of the module content. These self-checks will help you prepare forthe exams and
thus you are strongly encouraged to complete them as a way to gauge your understanding of the course

content.

Extra Credit (optional)

Up to 5% points towards final grade can be earned through optional opportunities offered throughout the
semester. These extra credit activities are embedded in the course modules and to earn them, you needtofind
the extracreditopportunities (inotherwords, they are notannounced). In addition, you canalsoearn 1extra
creditpointforfinding and notifying me aboutalegitimate problemwiththe D2L site. Examplesinclude broken
links, inconsistentinformation (e.g., multiple due dates given forthe same assignment), etc. You can earn up

to two extra credit points for reporting problems with our D2L site.

Research Activity or Alternative Assignment
Because psychological knowledge is accumulated through empirical studies, all students enrolled in

PSY1000rPSY120arerequired by the Departmentof Psychologyto participate inadepartmentapproved
research project OR complete an alternative assignment (read and summarize aresearch article froma
Psychologyjournal). Theresearchrequirementhelps satisfy Course Objective I.b. Students will be able to
understand ethical standards for psychological science and/or practice. This requirementcan be fulfilled
atany time during the semester but is due on or before the last day of classes. To satisfy the requirement
you mustearn 2 research credits. You can do so by participating in one two-hour research study OR two
one-hour studies (or if you choose to do the Alternative assignment, you would submit one journal article

summary for each hour you need to earn). You receive one research credit for each hour of participation
11
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oreachsummaryyousubmit. Note alsothatyou mustcomplete this requirement, butthe research
points youearndo notcounttowards yourfinalgradeinthe class. Ifyoudonotcomplete the research
participation or the alternative assignment before the end of the last class day, you will receive an NG (no
grade)inthe course instead of your earned grade. The NG can only be replaced with your actual, earned

grade once you fulfill this requirement. For more information about the requirement please see

Departmentof Psychology PSY 100 Research Requirement (Please note that thisis a department, notan

instructor, requirement for all PSY100 and PSY120 classes offered at WCU).

If, for any reason, you decide that you do not want to participate in a research project, you may complete
an alternative assignment.

To earn your research credit:

Step 1:Setupyour SONAaccount

Step 2: Selectaresearchstudyto participate in (note that studies may notstartappearingin SONAuntila
few weeks after the start of the semester).

Step 3: If you decide not to participate in research, you may do the alternative assignment. Upload your

completed research summaries to the PSY100 Alternative Research Requirement assignment folder (live
link to be added each semester).

Special Note 1| Because youare enrolledina fully online section of PSY100, you are only required to
participate in onlineresearch

Special Note 2 | Itmay take a few weeks for studies to be postedin SONA, soif nothing is available
whenyoulook,checkbackinaweekorso. lwillalsomonitorthe systemand post
announcements in D2L when | see that studies are available.

12



Noteworthy course outline below with topics, readings, assignments, percentage of final grade and due dates.
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Module/Topic % of Final Grade Due Date

Connect Learning Activity

Assignments

8/26 Science of Psychology Introduce yourself to the class (individual assignment) 1.0% 9/3, 11:30PM
Part I: History of Psychology pp. 1to 12 Navigating Digital Learning (individual assignment) 1.0% 9/7, 11:30PM
Reading: Introduction to
and Application of Ethical Introduction to Ethical Reasoning (Ethics Assignment 9/17,11:30 PM
Thinking #1; Small Group assignment) 10.0%
9/2 Part II: Research Methods pp. 13 to 36 Ch 1. The Science of Psychology Anger can Harm the Heart (individual assignment) 8.0% 9/17, 11:30 PM
9/17,11:30 PM
9/9 Brain and Behavior Ch 2; Omit 55 - 77 Ch 2. The Brain and Behavior 9/17, 11:30 PM
9/16 Exam 1 Open 9/18 12:30 pm - 9/20 11:30 pm 10.0%
9/23 Human Development pp. 279-282, 302-318 Ch 8. Human Development 10/15/2019 11:30PM
Guidelines for Ethical
Conduct in the Care and 10/15/2019 11:30PM
UseofNonhuman Animals Research with Nonhumans (Ethics assignment #2; 10.0%
in Research individual project) e
9/30 States of Consciousness pp. 126 - 143, 157 - 163  Ch4. States of Consciousness Mindfulness Meditation (individual assignment) 5.0% 10/15/2019 11:30PM
10/7 Learning pp. 167 - 190 Ch 5. Learning 10/15/19 23:30
10/14 Exam 2 Open 10/16, 12:30 pm - 10/18, 11:30 PM 10.0%
10/21 Intelligence pp. 256 - 266 Ch 7. Intelligence
Why Graduate Schools are Opting Out of the GREs
(Paired assignment) 5.0%
10/28 Social Psychology Chapter Ch 11. Social Psychology
11/4 Emotion pp. 347 - 356 Ch 9. Emotion
Application of Ethical Reasoningto an Ethical Issuein 11/12/19 23:30
11/4 8 Key Questions . . . . .
YourField of Study (Ethicsassignment#3: Discussion
Board)
11/11 pp. 520 - 526
Health Psychology (stress) Ch 14. Stress 10.0%
11/11 Exam 3 Open 11/13, 12:30 pm to 11/15, 11:30 PM 10.0%
11/18 Personality Chapter Ch 10. Personality 12/10, 11:30 PM
11/25 Thanksgiving Week
12/2 Psychological Disorders Chapter Ch 12. Psychological Disorders 12/10, 11:30 PM
12/9 Therapies Chapter Ch 13. Therapies All Connect Learning Activities 10.0% 12/10, 11:30 PM
Extra Credit (Optional) 5.00%
Exam 4 Open 12/11, 12:30 pm to 12/13, 11:30 pm 10.0%
Maximum Total Percentage Possible 105.0%

12
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Privacy and Accessibility Policies
You can access the privacy policy, accessibility policy, and support sites for West Chester University

supported digital tools at the Accessibility and Privacy Policies page of the Distance Education website. In

addition here is the Accessibility Policy and Privacy Policy for McGraw Hill’'s Connect and the Privacy

Policy for Dropbox.

Desire2Learn (D2L) Learning Management System

Access to the course website is through the university's Desire2Learn (D2L) Learning Management

System. D2L housesall ofthe course contentincluding Module pages, exams, quizzes, videos, and other

learning materials. Italso provides access to the external tools like MH Connect, Zoom, and Examity.
Thus, the basicmaterials neededtoachieve allModule and Course objectivesare basedinD2L and it

provides the organization, structure, and content to support all course and module objectives. If youare

newtoD2L,checkoutthe Documentation Library fortips onhowtoaccess course content, respond to

discussions, submit assignments, and take exams.

Be sure to visitthe course D2L site on a regular basis, but at least twice a week to: view module pages,

access assignments and extra credit, take self-check quizzes and exams.

Examity Exam Proctoring Service

Exams are proctored by Examity, an online 24/7 test proctoring service. Examity is included in the course to
ensure Academic Integrity in test taking. Students are videorecorded while completing the 4 online
exams to prevent online cheating. Academic Integrity is a prerequisite for fairness to all learners.
Examity ensures that students who do not engage in cheating on the exams are not disadvantaged
by students who attemptto undermine Academic Integrity. Thereis no costtoyoufor this service, butyou
mustsetup an Examity accountbefore you cantake the firstexam. Youwillneed a picture ID (either a
valid driver's license or your WCU ID card).

Review the Examity Directions (ADD LINK) and watch this video showing how Examity works.

Then set up your account and run the computer system check to ensure that your computer can connect

with Examity.
Ad(ditional questions about Examity? See Examity Student FAQs

13
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Special Note about Examity

If you cannot agree to use Examity, you need to drop this class as Examity proctoring for allexams is
mandatory. Ifyouwould prefernottotaketheonlineclass,emailmeasapandlcanhelpyougetinto
a PSY100 class offered in a more traditional format (i.e., in a physical classroom).

Zoom Video Conference Tool

Zoom. Zoom is video-conferencing and web-meeting software with screen sharing capabilities that we
will use for the student projects and for meetings with the instructor. AllWCU faculty and students
have access to Zoom using assigned WCU email and password. There is no cost to students to use this
program and the Zoom Help page has information to help you get started.

14
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Computeranddigitalinformationliteracy skillsneededtobe successfulinthis course
Computer Skills: Youare expectedtobe competentinthe use of computers, the Web,and commonly
usedsoftware programs such as the Microsoft Office suite of applications (e.g., MicrosoftWord)and
Adobe PDF readers. Inaddition, you should be able to utilize a web-camera and microphone. You should
have a basic understanding of how to use the common elements of Desire2Learn (D2L ), the university
learning management system.

Toensurethatall students have the minimum technical skills requiredin this course, you must
complete four short D2L tutorials which provide training in basic digital skills. After you complete each
tutorial you will earn a certificate. To document your required completion of these modules and earn the
points for this assignment, submit all four PDF certificates to the Navigating Digital Learning assignment
folder (in the Assignments area of our D2L course). This assignmentis worth 1% point.

= Ready for Online Learning

= Downloading Files & Submitting Assighments

=  Quizzes
=  Examity

Library Resourcesfor Distance Education Students: This course does notrequire the use of specificdigital
information literacy skills. However, the West Chester University Library makes resources available to all
distance education students at Library Services for Distance Students website .

Additional technical supportinformation will be provided for tools as needed throughout the course

Getting Technical Support
WCU IT Help Desk at 610-436-3350 or helpdesk@wcupa.edu

Distance Education Support at 610-436-3373 or distanceed@wcupa.edu

Support contact information is also listed on the homepage of our course.

Resources for Student Success

An online course uses technology to provide you, the student, with greater flexibility regarding when and
where you learn. To be a successful online learner you must capitalize on this increased flexibility by
doing the following:

Self-Motivation and Self-Discipline. Active participationin online activities is expected. This means that you
login to the course frequently, engage with the provided materials, and read and respond to
communications in a timely and thoughtful manner. Online courses require you to

take more responsibility for your learning.

Planning and Organization. You will need disciplined work habits, effective time managementskills, and the
ability towork both alone and collaboratively if you wish to be successfulinan online course. You should
expectto devote 9to 12 hours per week to this course. You may find that you need to work harder than
you would in a traditional lecture class.

15



Psychology 100: Introduction to Psychology “E”

Communication Skills. In an online course communication takes place primarily through the written word.
You need strong English reading and writing skills to express your thoughts. Online courses also expectyou
to proactively reach out to your instructor for assistance when you need it. Finally, pay attention to
communication guidelines and be respectful of your fellow students when you communicate.

Electronic Communication Policies

The university requires that faculty, staff, and students activate and maintain regular access to University
provided e-mail accounts. Official university communications, including those from your instructor, will be
sent through your university e-mail account. You are responsible for accessing that mail to be sure to
obtain official University communications. According to WCU policy, failure to access will not exempt
individuals from the responsibilities associated with this course.

Just like we observe common rules of conduct and etiquette in the physical classroom, there are

guidelines for online behavior and communication (or Netiquette). Please review the WCU policy for online

communication and Ten Netiquette Guidelines Every Online Student Should Know. These Guidelines

apply not only to discussion posts or personal profiles, but to email, our primary form of electronic
communication in this class.

Privacy and Accessibility Policies. You can access the privacy policy, accessibility policy, and support sites for
West Chester University supported digital tools at the Accessibility and Privacy Policies page of the Distance

Education website. Inaddition here is the Accessibility Policy and Privacy Policy for McGraw Hill’'s Connect

and the Privacy Policy for Dropbox.

University Policies andInformation

Student Support Resources
TheRam’sEye View Services page providesalistof Academicand StudentServiceslinksandinformation

for students.

Library Resources for Distance Education Students:
This coursedoes notrequire the use of specificdigitalinformation literacy skills. However, the West
Chester University Library makes resources available to all distance education students at Library Services for

Distance Studentswebsite.

Academic Integrity

It is the responsibility of each student to adhere to the university’s standards for academic integrity.
Violations of academic integrity include any act that violates the rights of another student in academic
work, that involves misrepresentation of your own work, or that disrupts the instruction of the course.
Other violations include (but are not limited to): cheating on assignments or examinations; plagiarizing,
which means copying any part of another’s work and/or using ideas of another and presenting them as one’s
own without giving proper credit to the source; selling, purchasing, or exchanging of term papers; falsifying
ofinformation; and using your own work from one class to fulfill the assignment for another class without
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significant modification. Proof of academic misconduct can result in the automatic failure and removal from
this course. For questions regarding Academic Integrity, the No-Grade Policy, Sexual Harassment, or the
Student Code of Conduct, students are encouraged to refer to the Undergraduate Catalog, the Ram’s Eye
View, and the University academic policies website.

Note that penalties for academic integrity violations can include:

= completion of alternative work, with or without a grade reduction;
» areduced grade (including F or zero) for the assignment;

« areduced grade (including F) for the entire course.

Americans with DisabilitiesAct

If you have a disability that requires accommodations under the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA), please present your letter of accommodations and meet with me as soon as possible so
that | can support your success in an informed manner. Accommodations cannot be granted
retroactively. If you would like to know more about West Chester University’s Services for Students
with Disabilities (OSSD), please visit them at 223 Lawrence Center. Their phone number is 610-
436-2564, their fax number is 610-436-2600, their email address is ossd@wcupa.edu, and their
website is at https://www.wcupa.edu/universityCollege/ossd/. In an effort to assist students who
either receive or may believe they are entitled to receive accommodations under the Americans
with Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the University has
appointed a student advocate to be a contact for students who have questions regarding the
provision of their accommodations or their right to accommodations. The advocate will assist any
student who may have questions regarding these rights. The Director for Equity and
Compliance/Title IX Coordinator has been designated in this role. Students who need assistance
with their rights to accommodations should contact them at 610-436-2433.

Excused Absences Policy for University-Sanctioned Events

Students are advised to carefully read and comply with the excused absences policy for university-
sanctioned events contained in the WCU Undergraduate Catalog. In particular, please note that the
“responsibility for meeting academic requirements rests with the student,” that this policy does not excuse
students from completing required academic work, and that professors can require a “fair alternative” to
attendanceonthosedaysthatstudents mustbe absentfromclassinorderto participate

in a University-Sanctioned Event.
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